School of Anthropology

Policy on Safety in Fieldwork 

1.   The Head of School is responsible for the safety of all staff and students in the field. Supervisors are required to ensure all students are instructed in safe working practices in the field in accordance with University Policy Statements S7/95 ‘Safety in Fieldwork’ and S1/03 ‘Foreign Travel’ available in the General Office (51-53 Banbury Road), in the reception of 58 Banbury Road or at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/safety/oxonly/0795.shtml and www.admin.ox.ac.uk/safety/s103.shtml 

2. Written risk assessments must be completed for all field visits (excluding those of a low risk activity such as attending conferences or libraries but see point 4 below) at least 6 weeks prior to departing and returned to the Administrator. The object of any risk assessment procedure is to identify all the hazards associated with the work and then to assess the risk that these hazards present under particular circumstances. Following the exercise it should be possible to identify areas of work that present particular problems and act to reduce the risk to an acceptable level. ‘Safety in Fieldwork’ forms incorporating a risk assessment are available from the General Office, 51-53 Banbury Road.
3.   
The Head of School gives final approval for field visits. 

4.  
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office web site must be consulted as part of the risk assessment. Where the FCO advise against travel to a particular destination but the person still wishes to undertake the trip, a written risk assessment must be submitted as above for all activities including visiting libraries and conferences and the Head Of School must decide if he is minded to approve the work. If this is done, the assessment will be submitted to the University Safety Office for comment before final approval by the Head of School.

5. 
Travel insurance for all visits for a University activity should normally be via the University's insurers. The insurance is only valid subject to the traveller following the University's rules and regulations.
6.  
The School expects that all individuals travelling on University business take advice from the University Occupational Health Service about potential health risks from their travel. This should be done in good time prior to their travel.
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